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Toolkit Overview 

The OPFFA has a longstanding history of political activism and success.  The gains we have achieved 
were not possible without the involvement and work from our member locals.  

As the 2022 provincial election draws near, this toolkit aims to guide our OPFFA Locals in becoming politically 
active to ensure our next Members of Provincial Parliament support professional firefighters and promote 
community safety. 

Where to Start?  

Choosing issues that have currency with politicians and the public will provide you with more 
opportunities to act and increase the likelihood that your message will be heard.  Appointing a 
committee (government relations, or political action, or elections committee) is great first step.  

What you Need to Know 

Election Day is June 2, 2022 

There are four major party/candidates in the upcoming provincial elections to be premier: 

 Premier Doug Ford for the Progressive Conservative Party. 
 Steven Del Duca for the Ontario Liberal Party. 
 Andrea Horwath for Ontario's New Democratic Party. 
 Mike Schreiner for the Green Party of Ontario. 
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How do we “Support Those That Support Us”? 

First things first… 
KNOW HOW TO FRAME YOUR ISSUE 

During the lead-up to Election Day, you may unexpectedly meet a political candidate – while working 
or in the community.  One way to prepare for these unplanned encounters is to prepare a 60 second 
speech in advance. 

60 Second Speech 

1. Share your name and who you are representing. 
2. Describe your issue. 
3. Tell a story that humanizes your request. 
4. Describe your solution. 
5. Share your contact information or a fact sheet. 

What issues do we have at the forefront during this June’s Provincial election?  

 Simultaneous Notification (info sheet provided) 
 Adding 2 more cancers (Thyroid and Pancreatic) to the presumptive legislation list of occupational 

diseases. (info sheet provided) 
 Any issue that is important and specific in your riding.   
 Any issue that is important to your Local. (proper staffing, training grants etc) 

Prepare to meet or interview all MPP candidates in your area.  

 Review OPFFA info sheets and gather information to support the issues.  
 Prepare a list of survey questions in a written format, from the stock survey questions the OPFFA 

has developed and/or create questions specific to your local’s needs.  (Appendix A & B) 
 Include your Zone Director as a resource to review your plan.  
 OPFFA President and Secretary-Treasurer can assist and are chief spokespersons for the OPFFA. 
 Consider hosting an all candidates to meet with your committee in one forum or individually. 

*IMPORTANT- Firefighters are the most respected professionals year over year.  Our support is highly 
coveted by politicians.  Use it wisely and sparingly.  A politician must earn our support.  
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Key factors to consider when choosing whom to support: 

 Has the candidate demonstrated a record or history of supporting firefighters and public safety? 
 Has the candidate met with you and provided written answers to your survey? 
 Were those answers fully supportive of our issues? 
 Does the candidate have a legitimate chance of winning in that riding?  
 Does the candidate’s platform, or that of their party, cause any concern for our interests? 

Levels and ways to support a candidate: 

 Financially - Successful campaigns need funding.  Associations are not permitted to make any 
financial contributions to provincial candidates or parties under the Election Financing Rules 
however we can encourage individual members to donate.  Encourage your members to donate, 
along with family and friends.  

 Support From Your Members- encourage your members to support/vote for that specific 
candidate. 

 Full Public Endorsement- An endorsement is a powerful tool and should be carefully considered, 
based on a number of factors; fully supported by your membership, used with commitment, and 
based on a confidence that the candidate will deliver on promises if elected.   

The OPFFA and IAFF can assist with a media/public statement for the Association regarding its 
endorsement of a candidate.  

Provide the candidate with a short paragraph for their election flyers.  
Example-  “The <City> Professional Firefighters Association supports (or endorses) XXXXXX for MPP 
in XXXX riding.  XXXXX will support (or has a strong record) public and firefighter safety ensuring 
our community is well represented at Queens Park.” 

 Boots on the Ground - Encourage your members to help with installing election signs or flyer drops.  
It can vary from offering a few hours at various times or taking over the entire sign campaign.  

 Support - Take an Election Sign and publicly show your support for a worthy candidate. 
 Distribution - Flyer drops or leafleting the politician’s riding  

Financially supporting a candidate or campaign.  

 Carefully review and adhere to election finance rules. (FAQ in Appendix C) 
 Unions or Associations as a group are NOT eligible to contribute to a candidate’s campaign.  Your 

donation must be made in your name and paid by you, not the Association.   
 Also, contributions yield tax credits depending on the amount you give.   

For 2022 the rates are:  
 75 per cent on the first $437 of donations 
 50 per cent on the portion of your donation between $437 and $1,457  
 33.33 per cent on the portion between $1,457 and $3,315  
Refer to this link for individual donation rules.    
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APPENDIX A:  DRAFT COVER LETTER TEMPLATE 

 

DATE  

ADDRESS 

Dear MPP Candidate <INSERT NAME>:  

I am writing on behalf of the <INSERT LOCAL> Professional Fire Fighters Association in your riding. 

The <LOCAL NAME> is an affiliate of the Ontario Professional Fire Fighters Association (OPFFA) - the 
representative voice for more than 11,000 professional firefighters in over 80 municipalities, servicing over 
85% of Ontario’s population.  We advocate for quality fire protection, prevention and education services for 
Ontarians along with strong health, safety and economic safeguards for Ontario’s firefighters. 

We would like to learn more about each candidate and where they stand on a number of issues as the 2022 
election draws nearer.  We ask that you respond to the attached questionnaire and return at your earliest 
convenience.  Space for answers has been provided but you are welcome to attach additional pages if 
required. 

To assist you with the issues most important to us, we have enclosed info sheets on the following issues: 

 Presumptive Legislation 
 Simultaneous Notification 

Your responses will help guide our decision (along with other indicators) on who to support in the 
upcoming election although our members reserve the right to support a candidate of their choosing 
notwithstanding. 

Please feel free to contact me at [phone number] or [email] if I can provide any further information. 

 

Sincerely,  
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APPENDIX B:  SAMPLE SURVEY QUESTIONS TO ASK CANDIDATES  

NOTE- These can be modified to suit your local’s needs.  You may choose as many as needed.  We 
can also help to create a document specific to your local and your riding’s candidate to ensure a 
written documented response.  

 

<INSERT LOCAL NAME> SURVEY OF 2022 PROVINCIAL ELECTION CANDIDATES 

Please complete and return to <INSERT NAME> by <INSERT DEADLINE>. 

(Answers should not be a yes or no.  Please use the space below each question to elaborate on your 
position and practices when working with constituents.)  

1. Building and establishing collaborative relationships with our elected officials is important to our 
Association.  If elected, will you schedule time to meet with our Association on a regular basis? 

 

 

 

 

2. Do you personally consider the OPFFA to be the voice of Ontario’s Firefighters and a key 
stakeholder?  Please explain. 

 

 

 

 

3. As a Member of Provincial Parliament, would you be willing to consult with the OPFFA regarding 
matters that directly impact us before voting on any such issues? 

 

 

 

 

4. As a Member of Provincial Parliament, are you willing to contact us regarding fire service or public 
safety issues that impact our community? 
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5. Will you place a high priority on firefighter health and safety issues and insist other leaders do the 
same? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6. Simultaneous Notification has been shown to improve response times to those in need of medical 
attention in the early adopter communities.  Do you support the continued roll-out of simultaneous 
notification across the province?  
 
 
 
 
 
 

7. NextGen 911 is a federally mandated modernization of emergency dispatch centers.  Local 
municipalities now have the financial burden of updating hardware and software to comply with 
this mandate.  Would you support and insist on a provincial or federal grant to assist in offsetting 
these costs?  
 
 
 
 
 
 

8. Given that firefighters live shorter lives and suffer increased risks of developing many forms of 
cancer, will you demand fair treatment of our members (and their families) should an Ontario 
professional firefighter become ill, disabled, or die from anything job related? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

9. Ontario's occupational disease coverage is currently lagging behind 3 other Canadian provinces in 
presumptive cancer legislation.  Will you be supporting the addition of 2 cancers (thyroid and 
pancreatic) to the current list presumptive cancers? 
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10. If your party takes on a position that is not aligned with the Professional FFs and/or labour 
movement – how would you respond and react? 

 

 

 

 

*Some locals may add questions that directly apply to specific issues that are important to them.  
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APPENDIX C:  ELECTION FINANCING GUIDELINES 

Contribution limits 

Contributions to political entities (parties, candidates, riding associations, leadership contestants, and 
candidates for nomination) may only be made by: 

 individuals normally residing in Ontario using their own funds; or 
 a deceased person’s estate, as long as the estate is deemed to be one person. 

Eligible contributors may make monetary or non-monetary contributions, as long as the contribution is 
of their own funds and within the contribution limits.  This means that individuals are prohibited from 
making indirect contributions, such as funds or property given to them by another person or by a 
corporation for the purpose of making a donation.  Individuals are also not permitted to make cash 
contributions in excess of $25. 

If you are contributing over $200 to a political entity, then you should be mindful that your name and 
contribution amount(s) will be published by Elections Ontario on the Elections Ontario website. 

How much can you contribute per year? 

In 2022, eligible individuals can contribute a maximum of $3,325 per calendar year (i.e., January 1st to 
December 31st, 2022 – the “contribution period”), including all campaign periods in that year, to each 
of the following categories: 

 to each political party registered in Ontario (e.g., a donor may donate $3,325 to each of the 
Liberal Party, Progressive Conservative Party, New Democratic Party, Green Party, etc.); 

 in total to all the registered associations and registered nomination contestants of each 
registered party (e.g., a donor may donate a total of $3,325 split up among three nomination 
contestants for the Progressive Conservative Party in three different ridings, and an additional 
$3,325 among three Liberal Party candidates in those same (or different) ridings, and so on); 

 in total to all registered candidates of each registered party; 
 in total to all registered candidates not endorsed by a registered party (i.e. independent 

candidates); and 
 to any one registered leadership contestant in a particular party leadership contest. 

What about donated goods and services? 

Eligible individuals are also allowed to make non-monetary contributions, such as providing property or 
services without charge or for less than their commercial value.  The contribution amount is the 
equivalent of the fair market value of the good or service contributed.  If the good or service is 
provided for a price that is less than the fair market value, the difference between the price and fair 
market value is considered to be a contribution. 

An exception to this is where the goods or services are produced by voluntary labour. 

Under the Act “voluntary labour” is defined as any service provided free of charge by a person outside 
their working hours. 
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Example: 

 Firefighter brought pizza totaling $30 to the registered candidate’s meeting held in March 2022.  
Since the fair market value of the pizza is less than $100, the registered candidate must ask the 
firefighter if he would like to treat the donation of pizza as a contribution for which the 
firefighter would be issued a tax receipt for goods and services.  The firefighter does not want 
the pizza to be considered a contribution. 

 The firefighter also shows up at another meeting in June 2022 with pizza totaling $40 for which 
he also does not treat as a contribution. 

 In October 2022, the firefighter purchases office supplies totaling $40 for the candidate.  He has 
now provided goods totaling $110 for the registered candidate, the candidate must now inform 
the firefighter that his donations of pizza and office supplies has exceeded the $100 threshold 
and the total $110 must now be considered a contribution of goods and services and a tax 
receipt for $110 will be issued to the firefighter. 

NOTE- Non-monetary contributions count toward an individual’s annual contribution limit. 

(substituting from work for election services may count as a contribution) 

What if I attend or sponsor a partisan event? 

You may consider getting involved in the upcoming election by showing your support for particular 
candidates or political parties at fundraising events.  Doing so is subject to limitations and disclosure 
requirements under the Act. 

Revenue raised by political entities from any fundraising events will be counted as a contribution.  The 
contribution amount will be the difference between the amount paid to attend the event and the 
direct costs incurred when the contributor attends, e.g. meals, complimentary liquor, taxes, and tips.  
Direct costs do not include costs that are related to advertising, room rent, equipment, etc. 

Example:  

 A fund-raising ticket is sold for $100 and the per-person direct cost for the activity is $30; the 
contribution portion is $70. 

 The entry fee charged for a fund-raising golf tournament is $300.  The direct costs are green 
fees, caddy fees, golf equipment and cart rentals, food, beverages, taxes, and tips which total 
$200; therefore, the contribution portion is $100. 

Furthermore, any amounts paid to a political entity in exchange for advertising or promotional 
opportunities are considered contributions.   


